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tion. And for the best and most accurate recruiting information, nothing 
compares. A subscription brings you 10 full-color magazines and 14 
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Keep up with all Alabama sports, August through May. Great gilt idea, too! 
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AUGUST, 1994 VOLUME 16, NUMBER 6 


On the cover: Jay nent has Yorued hard to re- 

turn to full speed after winter knee surgery. He 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE heads the cast of contenders for the quarterback 
position. Alabama may have the best quarterback 


situation in the nation considering talent and 
depth. See Page 16. Barry Fikes Photo 


Football Update: 

It's Time To Get Started Again 6 
Fall football practice is anf to begin and the first game is closer than you may realize. When Bama 
begins fall practice there will be a few changes in the expected roster. by Kirk McNair 


Prep Prospects: 

First Look At Best In Alabama 9 
Although the picture could change, early indications are that this is going to be another very good 
year for high school senior football players in Alabama. Here are some three dozen already getting at- 


tention. by Kirk McNair 
Laron White: 
Page 6 The Move Has Done Him Good 12 


Laron White came to Alabama as a defensive line prospect and spent a year and a half as a defender. 
Late last year he made the switch to offense, and in the spring earned the top spot at offensive guard. 
by Donald F Staffo 


Ralph Staten: 

Spring Work Elevates Sophomore 14 
Ralph Staten was surprised to be one of the true freshmen to earn playing time for Alabama last year, 
but that doesn’t compare to the surprise Crimson Tide coaches had this spring as Staten emerged as a 


star defender at linebacker in Bama’s new 4-3 system. by John Barnes 
Quarterback Battle: 
Barker, Burgdorf Head List, But It's Wide Open 16 
Page 9 Jay Barker, Brian Burgdorf, Freddie Kitchens and Lance Tucker give Alabama talent, experience and 
depth at the most important position. The four should have good competition to run Alabama's new 
Homer Smith offense. by Kirk McNair 
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Wells Knows Baseball And Alabama 20 


Alabama has a new head baseball coach. Jim Wells, who took a desolate Northwestern State baseball 
program and turned it into a national contender, now takes over an Alabama team coming off its worst 


season in history. Wells likes the situation he’s in. by John Barnes 
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Page 24 by Kirk McNair and Donna Fromme 
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ed transfer players on board this year. Anda new sport-women's soccer—rounds out its squad. 

by Kirk McNair and Donna Fromme 
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Football Update: 


It’s Time To Get Started Again 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide players, including 
perhaps a surprise or two, 
ready to begin practice 


ew Alabama football players begin 
Nees August 8, but the number 

who will be on hand for the start of 
fall drills is still up in the air. 

An apparent Alabama loss from the fresh- 
man class was Michael Coleman, who 
signed a professional baseball contract with 
the Boston Red Sox. Several years ago the 
Southeastern Conference joined the rest of 
the NCAA in allowing a player to be a pro- 
fessional in one sport while maintaining am- 
ateur status in another. An example is LSU 
quarterback Jamie Howard, who is a profes- 
sional baseball player. However, Coleman 
had a clause in his contract with the Red 
Sox that he would not play college football. 

Then in late July, Coleman, who had been 
playing with Boston's Class A team in Fort 
Myers, Florida, announced that he was leav- 
ing baseball and would report to Alabama. 
At the time, Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings had not talked to Coleman. 

Coleman, a 5-11, 205, cornerback and 
running back in football and the Gatorade 
Player of the Year in Tennessee for his base- 
ball performance, had been projected as a 
defensive back at Bama. He was drafted in 
the 18th round by the Red Sox, freeing up a 
scholarship, which Alabama then commit- 
ted. 

Now if Coleman decides to attend The 
University as he has said, there is a question 
of whether he will receive a scholarship. 
After he announced his baseball signing, 
Tide coaches went to linebacker Trevis 
Smith of Montgomery Robert E. Lee and of- 
fered him a scholarship. Smith had commit- 
ted to Auburn last winter, but announced 
this summer that Auburn coaches had not 
stayed in touch with him, apparently believ- 
ing Smith would not be academically eligi- 
ble. However, Smith is eligible and said that 
he would sign with Alabama. Although he 
cannot sign until classes begin, he could 
come in with the other new freshmen. Bama 
does not have scholarships for both 
Coleman and Smith. 


6 


There is the possibility that Coleman or 
Smith or some other newcomer could pay 
his own way in the first semester, then be 
signed on next year’s scholarship allotment 
in the spring semester. An athletics official 
could say only that The University is explor- 
ing ils options. 

One other 1994 signee won't be able to 
work out in those newcomer practices. 
Defensive back Brad Ford, a junior college 
transfer, will complete his classes and gradu- 
ate from Shelton State Community College 
in Tuscaloosa about August 13. He cannot 
practice until he has been certified as a ju- 
nior college graduate. 

Alabama's secondary, which does not have 
great depth, may get one or more of the in- 
coming freshmen who were not generally 
expected to be defensive backs. DeShea 
Townsend, a quarterback at South Panola 
High School in Batesville, Mississippi; John 
David Phillips, a quarterback at Anniston; 
Dennis Riddle, a running back at Tuscaloosa 
Central; and Warren Foust, a quarterback at 
Midwest City, Oklahoma, are all considered 
potential defenders, 

A new NCAA rule will limit the number of 
those in early practice. This year a team may 
have a total of 105 participants in practice 
before the beginning of classes. Alabama will 
have 85 scholarshipped athletes (25 new- 
comers and 60 returning players) in early 
practice, That means only 20 others may 
participate in the early August drills. Last 


spring Bama had almost 50 walkons. In 
early drills it is anticipated that 20 of those 
returning non-scholarshipped players will 
participate, with the other 30 returning 
walk-ons and new non-scholarshipped play- 
ers having to wait until classes begin to par- 
ticipate. 

Another change this year is that the new- 
comers have only two days of practice in 
shorts without the returning players. In the 
past the new players had four days of work 
before returning players joined them. The 
two days are called “Orientation,” 

August dates to remember include: 

Monday, August 8-Newcomers report for 
evening meal 

Tuesday, August 9-Newcomers have the 
first of their two days of practice in shorts. 

Wednesday, August 10-Returning players 
report for evening meal 

Thursday, August 11-Physical examina- 
tions (no practice) 

Friday, August 12-The first of three two-a- 
day practices in shorts 

Sunday, August 14—Fan Day 

Tuesday, August 16—Two-a-day contact 
practices begin 

Wednesday, August 24—Classes and one-a- 
day practices begin 

Fan Day is an opportunity to meet 
Alabama's players and coaches and to get au- 
tographs and have photographs made with 
them. It is held in the Hank Crisp Indoor 
Facility, just west of Coleman Coliseum. 


1994 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 


Opponent 


Vanderbilt 
Arkansas 
Tulane 

Georgia 
*Southern Miss 
Tennessee 

Ole Miss 

LSU 

Mississippi State 
Auburn 
*Homecoming 


Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Nov, 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov, 19 


Tennessee-Chattanooga 
Tuscaloosa (JP-TV) 
Fayetteville (ABC-TV) 


Tentative 
Central Time 
4:00 

11:30 

2:30 


Site 
Birmingham 


Birmingham 


Tuscaloosa (ABC-TV) 


Tuscaloosa 


Knoxville (ABC-TV) 


Tuscaloosa 
Baton Rouge 
Starkville 
Birmingham 


SEC Championship Game 


Dec. 3 TBA 


Atlanta (ABC-TV) 
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ne very good thing 
about the beginning of 
fall drills is that almost 


everyone who had been expect- 
ed to participate will be on 
hand. All returning players are 
academically eligible and for the 
second consecutive year, all in- 
coming players are academically 
eligible. Technically, that is not 
true as of this writing because 
of a new NCAA procedure 
whereby transcripts and test 
scores of all incoming athletes 
are verified by a new indepen- 
dent clearinghouse rather than 
by the institutions, However, all 
Bama players were expected to 
pass that final clearance. 

There has been some criticism 
of the clearinghouse because 
athletes are charged a fee. 
However, any athlete who is eli- 
gible for a Pell Grant does not 
have to pay the fee. And high 
school booster clubs are permit- 
ted to pay the fees for high 
school athletes from their 
schools who sign college schol- 
arships. 

Alabama's position is that the 
clearinghouse is good for The 
University since it assures all in- 
stitutions will abide by the same 
standards. 

In addition to quarterbacks Jay 
Barker and Freddie Kitchens 
(see page 16) who were injured 
and limited in participation last 
spring, three other Tiders 
missed spring work with in- 
juries. At least one of them will 
no longer participate in football. 
Offensive lineman Rory Segrest, 
who has been plagued with in- 
juries and illness, is now on 
medical scholarship (which 
does not count against the Tide's 
scholarship limits, but which 
means he can no longer play 
football). Linebacker Jeff 
Torrence, who under went knee 
surgery last winter, is making 
satisfactory progress in his reha- 
bilitation, but probably won't be 
able to participate in early drills 
and he, too, may opt for medical 
scholarship. Defensive end 
Anthony Dowdell, a walkon 
who has been impressive in 
practice, has made a good recov- 


André Royal 
ery from his knee injury and is 
expected to participate this fall. 

The verdict is in on the status 
of outside linebackers André 
Royal and Will Brown, both 
suspended following last year's 
Auburn game. The two were 
not allowed to participate with 
the team in the Southeastern 
Conference Championship 
Game, in the Gator Bowl or in 
spring training. While both 
worked out independently of 
the team in the spring semester, 
only Royal was seen around the 
Bama weight room this summer. 
That tipoff proved to be a good 
one as Stallings announced, 
“André Royal will be coming 
back, Will Brown won't. That's 
all | have to say about it.” 


ost pre-season polls 
are picking Alabama 
to be back in the SEC 


Championship Game this year. 
And most are also picking 
Florida to also make a third 
straight appearance in the game. 
This year, of course, the game 
will be in Atlanta's Georgia 
Dome rather than Birmingham's 
Legion Field. 

Most publications are picking 
Florida to repeat as SEC cham- 
pion, and some have even 
tabbed the Gators for the 
National Championship. 
Alabama is generally picked be- 
tween fifth and 10th nationally. 

A handful of Tiders are receiv- 
ing preseason all-star recogni- 
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tion, notably strong safety Sam 
Shade and placekicker Michael 
Proctor. Also receiving mention 
are quarterback Jay Barker, cen- 
ter Jon Stevenson, halfback 
Sherman Williams, fullback 
Tarrant Lynch, tight end Tony 
Johnson, defensive end Elverett 
Brown, defensive tackle 
Shannon Brown, linebacker 
Michael Rogers and cornerback 
Tommy Johnson. 

However, most of the presea- 
son writing about the Tide is 
not about players. It is about 
new Offensive Coordinator and 
Quarterbacks Coach Homer 
Smith returning to Bama. 


labama is scheduled for 
two television appear- 
ances in September, and 


"Bama has learned from reliable 
sources that the Tide will also 
be televised at least twice in 
October. Already scheduled are 
the Vanderbilt game on 
September 10 from Tuscaloosa 
and the Arkansas game on 
September 17 from Fayetteville, 
both regional contests. The 


gaqada 
-agaada 


Vandy game will be on the 
Jefferson-Pilot network, while 
the Arkansas game will be on 
ABC. 

Additionally, it is believed that 
ABC has tentatively scheduled 
both the Georgia and Tennessee 
games for telecast. Bama and 
Georgia meet in Tuscaloosa 
October 1, while the Tide trav- 
els to Knoxville to meet 
Tennessee October 15. 

Every Alabama conference 
game is a potential game for 
television, while none of the 
non-conference games could be 
expected to be telecast. It was 
no surprise that in late July the 
Alabama Athletics Department 
issued a notice that single game 
tickets were available for only 
two Tide games-the opener 
against Chattanooga on 
September 3 and the Tulane 
game September 24, both in 
Birmingham's Legion Field. The 
other non-conference game- 
Southern Miss in Tuscaloosa 
October 8—was saved from a 
similar fate by being selected as 
the Homecoming Game. Last 


Alabama's proud championship tradition is hand- 
somely presented in this popular edition from 
PENNANTS Pus. This classically-styled pennant is 
produced on a wool base and is 12” x 30” in size. 
All twelve National Championships are commemo- 
rated on a background of Alabama crimson. A suit- 
able addition to any den or office. To receive your 
Alabama commemorative pennant, send check or 
money order to PENNANTS PLus, P.O. Box 266, 
Somers, NY 10589. Allow 4 weeks for delivery. Be 
sure to include name and shipping address. 
Pennants are $12.95 each and shipping and han- 


dling is $3.00. 
New York residents add $1.17 per pennant sales tax. 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


FOOTBALL 
FAX 


Our subscribers have asked for 
it and now we deliver, three days 
a week (Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday) during football season 
and spring training, and daily re- 
cruiting reports beginning 
January 4 through football sign- 
ing date. You get approximately 
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$150 and your Football Fax sub- 
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your order today. 
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year Alabama was televised eight times, in- 
cluding the SEC Championship and Gator 
Bowl games, and the Auburn game had been 
scheduled for telecast, only to be scuttled by 
Auburn’s NCAA probation. 


peaking of the NCAA: On March 23, 
Alabama received a letter from the 


NCAA, dated March 22, saying the 
NCAA would continue its preliminary in- 
quiry into Alabama athletics. The NCAA 
must notify The University of the status of 
the inquiry within six months of that time, 
so by September 23 University President Dr. 
Roger Sayers should know if the inquiry has 
ended, is being continued, or has been esca- 
lated to an investigation (which is tanta- 
mount to conviction). Alabama athletics de- 
partment officials have indicated they don't 
expect to hear anything before the six- 
month deadline. 

The inquiry was begun because of charges 
by former Alabama player Gene Jelks that he 
had received illegal benefits to sign with and 
to play for the Tide. Jelks was recruited dur- 
ing the Ray Perkins coaching era and played 
for both Perkins and Bill Curry. 

Those charges resulted in a libel suit filed 


by former Alabama Assistant Coach Jerry 
Pullen, who is represented by former 
Alabama player Randy Edwards. While more 
information from that suit could be forth- 
coming in early August, what has been re- 
vealed thus far is that at least one Auburn 
supporter was involved. Corky Frost, who 
helped put Auburn on probation, was fin- 
gered by Jelks in the plot to entrap Pullen. 

Indications are the NCAA expanded its in- 
quiry when about 20 players in several 
sports were interviewed by NCAA investiga- 
tors last spring. With Jelks greatly discredit- 
ed, two areas are rumored to be the hook on 
which the NCAA hopes to hang Alabama. 
They are: 

What Alabama officials knew and when 
they knew it regarding Antonio Langham's 
signing with an agent prior to his senior sea- 
son; and 

Whether a current athlete (junior offen- 
sive guard Maurice Belser) received extra 
benefits because he is an Alabama football 
player. 

Although Alabama officially has nothing 
to say about the investigation, sources close 
to the athletics department believe Tide offi- 
cials are confident of vindication. 
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by Kirk McNair 


Indications are it’s another 
good year for high school 
football talent in Alabama 


Ithough much could change before 

signing day in February, it appears 

it is going to be another good year 
for football recruiters in the state of 
Alabama this year. 

Various publications, including news- 
papers and recruiting services, have 
begun compiling lists and from those lists 
we have determined some three dozen 
upcoming high school senior football 
players who appear to be likely Division I 
prospects, The various factors (i.e., per- 
formance, injury, academic achievement) 
that affect final recruiting lists each year 
can be expected to alter this list in up- 
coming months. Some of these can be ex- 
pected to drop in stature, while some not 
listed here can be expected to become top 
prospects. Nevertheless, this is a starting 
point. 

Here, in alphabetical order, are those we 
have identified as the top prospects in 
Alabama this fall: 

Randy Albright, 5-9, 180, running 
back, Birmingham Woodlawn; Shawn 
Alexander, 6-4, 275, lineman, Quinton 
West Jefferson; Barrett Askew, 6-2, 218, 
linebacker, Lanett; Keith Blanks, 6-4, 
290, lineman, Ider; Grady Brown, 6-1, 
190, defensive back, Birmingham 
Wenonah; Robert Burroughs, 6-1, 210, 
linebacker, Fultondale; Adidas Byers, 5- 
11, 175, defensive back, Odenville St. 
Clair County; Pernell Davis, 6-3, 290, de- 
fensive lineman, Birmingham West End; 
Leon Day, 6-1, 190, quarterback, 
Birmingham Wenonah; Tucker Dearth, 6- 
4, 215, linebacker, Birmingham Vestavia 
Hills; 

Tawawskie Dunigan, 6-3, 275, lineman, 
Coffeeville; Michael Feagin, 5-9, 180, de- 
fensive back, Greenville; Cory Freeman, 
6-4, 285, offensive lineman, Fairhope; 
Cornelius Griffin, 6-4, 240, tight end, 
Brundidge Pike County; Steve Hayden, 5- 
11, 190, running back, Millport South 
Lamar; Walter Hill, 6-3, 175, wide receiv- 
er, Athens East Limestone; Bart Hyche, 5- 
11, 165, wide receiver, Winfield; Tarrance 
Ingram, 6-7, 310, lineman, Aliceville; 
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First Look 


LEE 


Quincy Jackson, 6-1, 175, defensive back, 
Brundidge, Pike County; Jeno James, 6-4, 
290, lineman, Montgomery Sidney 
Lanier; 

Gary Johnson, 6-2, 300, defensive line- 
man, Mobile Shaw; Steven Kelley, 6-1, 
190, running back, Enterprise; Robert 
Kilow, 5-11, 175, wide receiver, Daleville; 
Reginald King, 6-4, 225, defensive end, 
Courtland; James Lewis, defensive end, 
Birmingham West End; Jason McDonald, 
6-6, 285, lineman, Theodore; Michael 
Moore, 6-4, 290, lineman, Fayette 
County; Perry Moore, 6-2, 210, lineback- 
er, Birmingham West End; Tavarus 
Moore, 6-3, 180, wide receiver, Jackson; 
Justin Norris, 6-5, 285, lineman, Parrish; 
Jonathan Pass, 6-2, 210, running back, 
Birmingham Woodlawn; 

Cincade Pennington, 5-9, 170, running 
back, Troy Charles Henderson; David 
Pleasant, 6-3, 234, inside linebacker, 
Monroeville Monroe County; Dawud 
Rasheed, 5-11, 210, running back, 
Birmingham Shades Valley; Quinton 
Reese, 6-4, 205, wide receiver, 


At Best In Alabama 


Birmingham West End; Rod Roberts, 6-3, 
200, linebacker, Ozark Carroll; Arthur 
Seay, 6-0, 170, defensive back, Midfield; 
Kelvin Sigler, 6-1, 170, defensive back, 
Mobile Shaw; Terrence Simmons, 6-6, 
265, offensive lineman, Prichard Vigor; 
Torrie Simmons, 6-3, 180, defensive back, 
Birmingham Hoover; 

TJ. Slaughter, 6-2, 190, defensive back, 
Birmingham John Carroll; Jason Smith, 6- 
5, 280, offensive lineman, Birmingham 
Huffman; Steve Stanley, 6-4, 195, quarter- 
back, Leighton Colbert County; Russell 
Stephens, 6-2, 266, offensive lineman, 
Thomasville; Marlon Taylor, 6-3, 190, de- 
fensive back, Smiths Station; Antonio 
Whisenant, 6-2, 270, offensive lineman, 
Birming-ham Woodlawn; Roy Williams, 
6-2, 175, wide receiver, Bessemer Jess 
Lanier; and Shawn Wilson, 6-5, 265, of- 
fensive lineman, Tuscaloosa Central. 


he Birmingham News recently had 

[ its rankings of the state’s top upcom- 
ing football prospects and picked 

two of the Birmingham West End stars one 
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and two. The newspaper 
named Pernell Davis the top 
prospect and Quinton Reese as 
number two. The rest of the 
Super Seniors, the state’s top 
12 prospects in the judgment 
of the newspaper, are 3. Steven 
Kelley, 4. Steve Stanley, 5. 
Michael Moore, 6. Barrett 
Askew, 7. Tucker Dearth, 8. 
Tawawskie Dunigan, 9. 
Michael Feagin, 10. Jason 
McDonald, 11. Shawn Wilson, 
and 12. Kelvin Sigler. 

The second 12 selected by 
the Birmingham News were 
Jeno James, Keith Blanks, 


PO Box 5163 


Huntsville, AL 35814 


Marlon Taylor, Tarrance 
Ingram, Calvin Griffin, Robert 
Kilow, Adidas Byers, Bart 
Hyche, Rod Roberts, Robert 
Burroughs, Dawud Rasheed, 
and Randy Albright. 

Some notes on a few of 
these stars: 

Bart Hyche, Quinton Reese, 
and Rod Roberts are all bas- 
ketball prospects, too, while 
Steve Stanley is a top track 
star. 

Reginald King reportedly 
did well at Alabama's football 
camp; Cory Freeman also has 
been to Alabama’s camp. 
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Jason McDonald 


Russell Stephens’ father and 
uncles played at Alabama. 

Torrie Simmons is reported 
to be the half brother of Eric 
Ramsey of Auburn probation 
fame. 

Tucker Dearth was reported 
as a lifelong Auburn fan and 
also as having connections to 
the ACC. 

Michael Moore has been at 
Alabama practices several 
times. 

A number of these players 
have been mentioned by vari- 
ous recruiting services. Max 
Emfinger’s national ratings in- 
clude Shawn Alexander the 
number 9 defensive tackle, 
Barrett Askew the number 4 
linebacker, Pernell Davis the 
number 4 nose tackle, Steve 
Stanley the number 4 run- 
pass quarterback, David 
Pleasant the number 1 inside 
linebacker, and Russell 
Stephens the number 4 offen- 
sive lineman. 

Tom Lemming lists a top 
100 in the nation and among 
Alabama prep seniors making 
his list are Shawn Alexander, 
Barrett Askew, Pernell Davis, 
Jason McDonald and Steve 
Stanley. 

Bama Recruiter listed a top 
100 in the Southeast and in- 
cluded Shawn Alexander, 
Robert Burroughs, Pernell 
Davis, Tucker Dearth, Cory 
Freeman, Steve Hayden, 
Steven Kelley, Robert Kilow, 
Jason McDonald, Michael 
Moore, Dawud Rasheed, 
Kelvin Sigler, Steve Stanley 
and Shawn Wilson. 

Alabama preppers on 
National Recruiting Advisor's 
Elite 88 list are Shawn 
Alexander, Barrett Askew, 
Pernell Davis, Steven Kelley, 


Steve Stanley 


Michael Moore, David 
Pleasant, Kevin Sigler, and 
Steve Stanley. 


BlueChip Illustrated has a 
top 100 in the nation that in- 
cludes Barrett Askew, Pernell 
Davis, Robert Kilow and Steve 
Stanley. 

The top 100 in Sporting 
News included Barrett Askew, 
Pernell Davis, Steven Kelley 
and Steve Stanley. 


Ithough Alabama does 
Aw have junior college 

football, there is a 
chance Tide football coaches 
will be watching a junior col- 
lege performer this year. 

Demetrea Shelton, 6-0, 160, 
was a high school star at 
Walker in Jasper two years 
ago. He signed with North 
Alabama and last fall, as a 
freshman, helped the Lions to 
a 14-0 record and the Division 
II national championship. 
However, Shelton has decided 
not to return to UNA. He has 
enrolled at Walker College in 
Jasper (a two-year school af- 
filiated with Alabama- 
Birmingham which does not 
have a football program) and 
intends to play basketball. At 
the end of next year he will be 
eligible to sign in either foot- 
ball or basketball and have 
three years of eligibility begin- 
ning in 1995. 

Last year he caught 31 pass- 
es for 596 yards (19.2 yards 
per catch) and six touch- 
downs and also rushed four 
times for 41 yards. Indeed, 
one of his “rushes” came on a 
busted play when he picked 
up a bad snap on a field goal 
attempt and ran in for the 
first touchdown in the nation- 
al championship game. 
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Laron White: 


The Move Has Done Him Good 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Although he likes defense, 
soph happy to be listed 
first at offensive guard 


ike most people, Laron White has a 
L= model, and one day he wants to 

be just like him. However, White 
has an advantage over most. He lives with 
his role model. 

White's father, Louis, was a Kodak AIll- 
America offensive guard in his playing 
days at Alcorn State. He is now the head 
football coach at Courtland High School 
and also serves as vice president of the 
Alabama High School Coaches’ 
Association. 

Laron is also an offensive guard and will 
go into fall drills as the number one man on 
the right side. Like his Dad, Laron would 
also like to be a football coach one day. 

“I look up to my father and admire him, 


because I want to do all of the things that 
he has done,” Laron said. 

White came to Alabama as a defensive 
lineman, where he had starred as a player 
for his father at Courtland. As a senior in 
1991 he made 80 tackles and earned first 
team all-state honors. With Laron anchor- 
ing the lines as an offensive guard and de- 
fensive tackle, Courtland went 34-7 in his 
three-year career, including a 9-3 mark and 
state runner-up finish his senior season. 

“I think playing for my father helped 
me,” Laron said. “A lot of people think 
that if you play for your father that you've 
got it made, that he'll take it easy on you. 
That's not true. I think my father was hard- 
er on me than he was anyone else on the 
team. I heard about every little thing that I 
did wrong when I was on the field, and 
then I heard it again when I got home. But 
I know that made me a better player.” 

Fine-tuning his game under his father 
paid off when Laron received scholarship 
offers from Auburn, Ole Miss, Mississippi 


State and Southern Miss before selecting 
the Crimson Tide. “This is where I’ve al- 
ways wanted to go since I was a little kid, 
so picking Alabama was really an easy 
choice,” White said. “I liked Alabama’s 
style of play, the winning tradition, and I'm 
aware of all the players who were so good 
here and were so good in the pros.” 

If there is one area in which Laron would 
like to deviate from his father's career, it is 
in professional football. Like most who 
play college football, White would like a 
chance in the National Football League be- 
fore pursuing a teaching and coaching ca- 
reer. However, he knows his education 
comes first. That’s been instilled in him by 
not only his father, but also his mother, 
Mollie, a second grade teacher. And it’s 
being reinforced by his sister, Audrey, who 
recently graduated from Alabama A&M 
and is embarking on a teaching career. 

“I hear about education all the time,” 
said White, who is majoring in physical 
education with a minor in biology. 

It's interesting that when White was con- 
sidering his college choices that some ad- 
vised him not to choose Alabama. “Some 
people told me if I went to Alabama I'd be- 
come one of those guys who plays football 
for four years and doesn’t get a degree or 
an education,” White said. “Then, if he 
doesn’t make it in the NFL, he doesn’t have 
anything to fall back on. 

“That's why I'm serious about my educa- 
tion. If I had a choice between playing pro 
ball and getting my degree, I'd rather have 
my education.” 


ite was redshirted as a true 
freshman in 1992, working 
with the scout team as a defen- 


sive lineman. Last year he opened the sea- 
son as a defensive lineman and saw limited 
duty as a backup to James Gregory at nose- 
guard. However, late in the season-with 
Bama moving more and more towards the 


Laron White (51) came to Alabama as a defen- 
sive lineman, but late last fall began the switch 
to offense. In the spring he improved enough to 
be listed number one at offensive right guard as 
Bama prepares for fall work. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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four-man defensive front-White was shilt- 
ed to offense. He saw his only offensive ac- 
tion in mop-up duty against North 
Carolina in the Gator Bowl. 

“That was the first time I had played of- 
fense since high school,” White said. 
“Having to learn a new position felt like 
starting all over again.” 

While he said, “If given a choice, I prefer 
defense because on defense you get to hit 
people,” the upcoming sophomore is not 
complaining. That's because he wants to 
play, and during the course of spring train- 
ing he established himself as the Crimson 
Tide’s number one right guard. “I'm not 
used to sitting on the bench,” he said. “I 
get tired of that. I'd have games where I 
played only two or three snaps and didn't 
do anything, and someone would pat me 
on the shoulder and say I played a good 
game. But | knew better.” 

Around the middle of spring training, 
White's status began to change. And so did 
his outlook. Each day the practice depth 
chart is posted. Shortly after the mid-point 
of spring drills (which were interrupted by 
The University’s spring break), White spot- 
ted his name at the top of the list at right 
guard. “I thought, ‘Man, I can’t mess up 
today. This is my chance and I've got to 
make the best of it.’ That gave me a lot 
more confidence through the rest of the 
spring and going into this season. I [eel 
like it’s my position to hang onto or to 
lose.” 

Being number one is a lot better than 
being a back-up to a top-ranked senior, as 
was the case a year ago. “Last year my job 
was to be ready in case I was needed, if 


OPPONENT 
UTC 
Vanderbilt 
Arkansas 
Tulane 
Georgia 


Southern Miss 
Tennessee 

Ole Miss 

LSU 

Mississippi State 
Auburn 
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James went down with an injury, for in- 
stance,” White said. “But being number 
one means that I’ve got to be ready from 
the get-go. I've got to be more prepared so 
I know what I’m doing out there. I've got 
to do my job, because I want to keep that 
starting position. This year I’m planning to 
contribute to the team and make a differ- 
ence out on the field.” 


ossessing only average (for an offen- 
P= lineman) strength (380 bench 

press, 465 squat) and speed (5.0 
time in the 40-yard dash), the 6-2, 270- 
pound White thinks his technique and 
work ethic enabled him to make first 
string. 

“I'm told (by his coaches) that I come off 
the ball pretty quick and real hard,” he 
said. “I try to use that to my advantage by 
coming low and hard. I’m still learning. 

“T don't like people to be on me, so I try 
to do what I’m supposed to do. Nobody 
has to tell me to work hard. I try hard to be 
consistent and to get the job done any way 
I can.” 

White recognizes that he has areas in 
which he needs to improve if he is going to 
ward off the challenges of the likes of Pete 
DiMario and Will Friend, and, not surpris- 
ing, he thinks his biggest weakness is in 
the area of greatest difficulty for any offen- 
sive lineman. “I think my biggest weakness 
right now is my pass blocking,” White 
said. “I've got to learn to square my hips so 
that I don’t open up and allow a rushing 
lane for a defensive lineman to break 
through. There are a lot of little things that 
I've got to keep working on. 
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Go Places With The Tide! 


The countdown to kick-off has begun! Tide fans 
everywhere eagerly await the beginning of what promises 
to be a memorable season as Bama seeks to reclaim its 


“I want to improve in every area, week- 
to-week, game-to-game. If I do that, I think 
Tl be all right.” 


ite has good genes, comes 
from a supportive family, and 
has good work habits and a 


good attitude. But for the Tide, there could 
even be a bonus down the road as there is 
another White offspring similar to Laron, 
only bigger and potentially better. Younger 
brother Kelvis was a 6-2, 250-pound all- 
state performer last year as a tenth grader. 

“Kelvis is improving real fast,” Laron 
said. “I didn’t make all-state until I was a 
senior, and he made it as a sophomore. So 
he’s ahead of me.” 

Does Kelvis plan to follow Laron to 
Alabama? 

“As a kid, Kelvin was an Auburn fan,” 
Laron said. “But I think that was because 
we were always competing and since I was 
an Alabama fan, he wanted to be for a dif- 
ferent team than me. He doesn’t like 
Auburn any more. 

“T've never talked to him about coming 
to Alabama because he’s got plenty of time 
to think about that later. I'd rather let him 
think about other things now. When the 
time comes, he'll make his own decision, 
just like I did. My father told me he want- 
ed me to go to a place where I would be 
happy. I’m sure he'll tell Kelvis the same 
thing. 

“But 1 know my dad was happy that I 
chose Alabama.” 

So will Crimson Tide fans be if Laron 
continues to improve as he did in the 
spring. 


205-424-9694 
1-800-239-2072 
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Ralph Staten: 


Spring Work Elevates Sophomore 


by John Barnes 


After a year of apprenticeship on special 
teams, he’s ready for linebacker duty 


s Alabama football play- 
ers gather and prepare 
for the onset of the 


dreaded two-a-days, one 
Crimson Tider is actually look- 
ing forward to the boot-camp 
atmosphere. 

Sophomore linebacker Ralph 
Staten doesn't particularly care 
for the heat or the excessive 
conditioning. However, he 
knows that the work serves a 


purpose and can pay big divi- 
dends come November. 

He also knows that a starting 
spot at weakside outside 
linebacker has suddenly become 
a very real possibility. 

One of Bama’s more impres- 
sive performers in spring prac- 
tice, the Semmes native made 
quite an impression on Head 
Coach Gene Stallings and 
Linebackers Coach Jeff Rouzie. 


Impressive enough to emerge as 
the front-runner at the outside 
weakside (opposite the oppo- 
nents tight end) linebacker in 
Bama’s 4-3 defensive alignment. 

For the 6-4, 210-pound 
Staten, the thought of running 
on the field with the first-team 
defense is a dream come true. 
“When I was recruited, they 
told me I'd have a chance to 
play,” said Staten. “I played 
most of last year on special 
teams and, hopefully, made a 
pretty good contribution. By the 
time spring practice rolled 
around, I really think | started 
to come into my own.” 

It is only fair to point out that 
although Staten made great 
strides in spring practice, two 
Tide standouts at outside 
linebacker, Will Brown and 
André Royal, did not participate 
due to disciplinary reasons. 
Whether or not Brown and Royal 
are allowed to return remains to 
be seen. (Our information is that 
Royal, most likely to play on the 
strongside, will return, Brown, a 
weakside type, will not.) 

Still, Staten performed well. In 
the Tide’s annual A-Day game, 
Staten spearheaded the defen- 
sive attack for the Crimson 
squad, recording a team-high 
eight tackles in the Crimson’s 
17-6 win over the White. 

“I was pretty happy with my 
spring,” said Staten. “I got plen- 
ty of reps and I think I made the 
most of the opportunity. Playing 
outside linebacker in the 4-3 
(four down linemen and three 
linebackers) is different than in 
the 3-4 (three down linemen 
and four linebackers, Alabama's 
basic defensive alignment for a 
couple of decades until the 
change during last season). The 
recognitions and coverages are 


different and you have a little 
more responsibility. I like the 4- 
3 better. I feel like more of a 
football player. Overall, | feel 
pretty good about things going 
into the fall.” 


ecruited by Defensive 
Re: Coach Mike 
ubose, Staten was one 


of the top linebacker prospects 
in the South. As a prep senior, 
Staten played both linebacker 
and wide receiver. On defense, 
Staten recorded 156 tackles, had 
five interceptions and blocked 
three field goal attempts. He re- 
turned three kickoffs for touch- 
downs. He also played in the 
prestigious Alabama-Mississippi 
All-Star game. 

Staten had the luxury of 
choosing between half a dozen 
schools’ including LSU, 
Southern Miss, Oklahoma State 
and Auburn. “I was leaning to- 
wards Alabama all along,” said 
Staten. “But I wanted to look at 
all the possibilities before | 
made my decision. | liked 
Oklahoma State, but it was too 
far from home. Southern Miss 
was okay, but they just don’t 
play the type of football 
Alabama does. | signed with 
Alabama because it's my home- 
state school and because of the 
great tradition of linebackers. 
Also, I thought the coaches 
were very honest with me. They 
didn't promise me a starting job 
or anything like that. They just 
told me that if | worked and 
performed well, | would play. | 
really appreciated that.” 

Bama coaches believe they got 
a bonus when they were recruit- 
ing Staten in 1992-93. Looking 
at films of Mary Montgomery 
High School games to evaluate 
Staten, the coaches spotted an- 


Although sophomore outside linebacker Ralph Staten is somewhat under- 
sized at less than 220 pounds, he has great speed and hitting power, traits 
that impressed the Crimson Tide coaching staff in the spring and elevated 
Staten to first team status going into this fall. Staten plays the weak side in 


Alabama's 4-3 alignment. 


Barry Fikes Photo 
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other fine player. Franz Odom, a junior 
during Staten’s senior season, is a 6-1, 240- 
pound line-backer/fullback who was not 
known by the recruiting services, giving 
Alabama a head start in the recruiting pro- 
cess. The Tide had another advantage, too: 
Odom is Staten’s first cousin. This fall, 
Odom will be reunited with Staten as Odom 
is a freshman signee at Alabama. 


taten’s hard work a year ago paid off. 
Although he logged very little time at 


linebacker in 1993, Staten emerged as 
one of Bama’s top special teams players, 
recording 14 tackles and participating in 
142 plays on the punt and kickoff teams. 
Most importantly, he was one of only a 
handful of true freshmen to avoid a redshirt 
year. 

Staten admits that 1993 was a strange year 
for Alabama football. Although he has noth- 
ing to compare it to, the hype and pressure 
surrounding the national championship, 
coupled with one of the worst runs of in- 
juries in recent memory, took Staten by sur- 
prise. He was reminded, however, that this 
was a highly unusual situation and was cer- 


tainly not the norm at Alabama. 

“Last year was a huge adjustment,” said 
Staten. “I learned real quick what college 
football is all about. The players are so much 
bigger and stronger. You play in front of 
70,000 people instead of 1,500. Last year, the 
fans all wanted us to win the national cham- 
pionship. So did 1, but it just didn’t work out 
that way. The thing is, only one team can win 
it every year. Still, we won nine football 
games. If we had stayed healthy, I’m sure we 
would have been right in the middle of 
things. We'll shoot for it again this year.” 

The Alabama defense is certain to have a 
new look for 1994. Aside from the new 
alignment, the Tide stop unit will be devoid 
of big names like Antonio Langham, 
Lemanski Hall and Jeremy Nunley, all now 
with professional football teams. However, 
there is strength in numbers. No fewer than 
nine players will see action on the defensive 
line. The linebacker corps will also have a 
new look. Aside from Staten, other young 
players like Paul Pickett, Fernando Davis 
and Tyrell Buckner will see plenty of playing 
time along with more established players like 
John Walters and Michael Rogers. 


“We're a young, hungry unit,” said Staten. 
“Except for John and Michael, we really 
don’t have a lot of experience. But we've got 
a lot of desire and very good coaching. | 
don’t think the pressure will be as bad as last 
year. We'll just go out there and cut it loose.” 

At 6-4, 210 pounds, Staten looks to be 
more suited to the hardwood than the grid- 
iron. To be an effective linebacker in the 
Southeastern Conference, it is essential to 
maintain the proper weight. Although his 
height is a distinct advantage, Staten planned 
to report at no less than 215 pounds. 

“I'd like to report at about 217 or 220,” said 
Staten. “We all lose weight during two-a-days. 
The coaches don't want me below 215 so I've 
still got some bulking up to do. It shouldn't be 
a problem once we start eating at the dorm 
again.” 

Ralph Staten may or may not maintain his 
position atop the depth chart at weakside 
linebacker. He refuses to speculate on the 
status of Brown and Royal. He has no con- 
trol over the situation. If Staten has his way, 
He'll fulfill his dream and trot on the field 
with the first-team defense for the Tide's 
opener with Tennessee-Chattanooga. 
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Quarterback Battle: 


Barker, Burgdorf Head 


List, But It’s 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide may have nation’s 
best quarterback situation 
considering talent, depth 


ot surprisingly, Jay Barker believes 
Ne rankings of Alabama’s quarter- 
backs going into fall drills should be: 

1. Senior Jay Barker 

2. Junior Brian Burgdorf 

3. Sophomore Freddie Kitchens 

4. Redshirt freshman Lance Tucker 

Burgdorf has a different idea. He thinks he 
and Barker should be co-number one when 
fall practice begins. 

Kitchens believes that the job should go to 
the man who does the best job. 

And Tucker thinks Bama has the nation's 
best quarterback situation, and that he needs 
to be ready to play because he's just an ankle 
turn or two away from being in the picture. 

Tucker's mention of injury to the quarter- 
back corps is relevant. While Bama has three 
quarterbacks with experience, two of 
them-Barker and Kitchens—are coming off 
injuries that required surgery. 

Late this summer, Alabama Head Trainer 
Bill McDonald had positive reports on the 
two. He said, “Jay is doing really well, par- 
ticipating in all the off season voluntary 
conditioning program. He continues a daily 
rehabilitation with (Assistant Trainer) 
Jimmy Rider. His strength has returned and 
now it’s just a matter of fine-tuning. 
Presumably he’ll be 100 per cent.” Barker 
had knee surgery in December to repair a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament. 

McDonald said, “Freddie is coming off 
(April) chest muscle surgery and doing real 
well. His status at this time may be with 
some restrictions early in practice, but he's 
progressing well and should be able to go 
full speed very early in practice. He’s work- 
ing out and getting rehabilitation. 

“| anticipate full recoveries for both.” 

Kitchens updated his situation. Three 
weeks before the start of practice on August 
12, Kitchens said he is 100 per cent, throw- 
ing with more strength than ever. 

Barker said, “Mobilitywise and strength- 
wise, the knee’s coming along well due to a 
lot of hard work every day. The trainers and 
strength coaches have pushed me to work 
hard; at times you don’t feel like getting in 
there and you need those people who will 
motivate you and encourage you and that's 
been real good for me.” 

Barker, Burgdorf and Kitchens all spent 
the entire summer in Tuscaloosa. Tucker 
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Wide Open 


spent the first half of the summer in his 
hometown. A typical day for Barker meant 
starting rehabilitation about 1 p.m., going 
through running and throwing and weight- 
lifting, and finishing each day between 5:30 
and 6 p.m. Additionally, he took four sum- 
mer school courses. It was suggested that he 
might look forward to the start of practice 
and a little less rigorous schedule. 

“It's been a challenge and I love challenges,” 
Barker said of his recovery. “It’s been hard, 
but also it’s been very rewarding because I re- 
alize that its one thing to go through the easy 
times and another thing to go through the 
tough times. | think that shows what kind of 
person you are and | think I've come through 
it pretty well. 1 think I’m much stronger and 
more agile. I’m excited.” 


arker, 6-3, 215, has a good claim to 
Be starting job. He became the full- 


fledged Alabama starting quarterback 
late in 1991, his second year after a redshirt 
season, and quarterbacked Bama to victories 
in his four starts. In 1992 he quarterbacked 
the Tide to a 13-0 season and the national 
championship. He ran his record to 22-0 as 
the starter before Bama had to settle for a tie 
against Tennessee, then missed much of the 
rest of the year with an assortment of in- 
juries: pulled stomach muscle, thigh bruise, 
back problems, separated shoulder, then fi- 
nally the knee injury that knocked him out 
of the Auburn game and caused him to miss 
the Southeastern Conference Championship 
Game and the Gator Bowl. As a starter 
Barker has a record of 23-1-1. 

For his career, he has completed 54.8 per 
cent of his passes (263 of 480) for 3,693 yards 
with 12 touchdowns and 19 interceptions. 

“| picture it me first because of the things 
I've accomplished here,” Barker said of the 
quarterback race. “I’ve only lost one game as 
a starter and productivity and leadership 
have been good. The other guys also have 
great leadership ability and are great ath- 
letes. And they've gotten a lot of attention 
with me out, and they've done a great job. 
But the thing is, even though I’ve been hurt, 
I'm coming out with the attitude that that’s 
my position. And | think the other guys will 
take the attitude that if they want it, they 
can take it. That goes back to competition 
and what makes us better as quarterbacks. 
It's a matter of how hard I work. I can’t just 
assume that it's my position regardless; | 
know I've got to work to get better in order 
to keep it. 

“My goal is to be the starting quarterback 


If Jay Barker isn’t able to go at quarterback this 
fall, Brian Burgdorf is ready to slip into a familiar 
role, that of first teamer. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


Lance Tucker starts fall work as the number 
four quarterback, but he expects good things to 
happen as he has four years of eligibility. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


for the first game in September and be there 
in the last game; the Sugar Bowl,” Barker 
said. “It's my goal to be the starter every year 
and I’m doing everything | possibly can to 
be in that position. I’m going to continue to 
work hard to get better. The competition is 
there, but it’s always there. Competition 
makes you better and | welcome it. It’s going 
to push me and make me better and it’s 
going to make the other players better and 
make us a better team. | think the competi- 
tion we've had the last few years is what has 
made the quarterbacks better.” 

During spring training, Barker was limited 
to non-contact drills. “I couldn't get out 
there and compete and throw against the de- 
fense,” Barker said. “But | was still able to 
do a lot of drills and throw. If | hadn’t been 
able to do that I would have been very mis- 
erable. | like to be in game-type situations, 
competing, running the offense, so that was 
in a sense frustrating. 

“It was a very mental spring for me,” 
Barker said. “Because | couldn't go through 
everything, 1 was an observer, and | think I 
could see the whole picture and | learned a 
lot. That was good. It’s going to be a situa- 
tion where I have to continue to get myself 
mentally ready each day. | have to know the 
offense so | can run it smoothly.” 
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because he achieved some primary 

goals this summer. For one, he gained 
weight. The 6-3 Burgdorf, who played last 
year at 190, managed to put on 14 pounds 
during the summer, and hopes to be able to 
play at about 197 this fall. He also believes 
his summer workout regimen has increased 
his arm strength, another top priority for 
him. Finally, he spent long hours learning 
the Alabama offense. 

In many circumstances, Burgdorf, an up- 
coming junior, would be the clear leader for 
the starting job. However, Barker is an up- 
coming senior with a longer, more distin- 
guished track record. 

But Burgdorf finished last season as num- 
ber one and was named Most Valuable 
Player as he led Bama to a 24-10 victory 
over North Carolina in the Gator Bowl. He 
completed 15 of 23 passes for 166 yards and 
two touchdowns and also ran for a touch- 
down in that Gator Bowl victory. During 
regular season play he completed 48 of 84 
passes (57.1 per cent) for 533 yards with 
four touchdowns and three interceptions. 

Additionally, he was the main man in spring 
training with Barker unable to compete in con- 
tact work. “I think its an advantage to have got- 
ten a lot of game experience last year, then to 
have gotten a lot of practice in the spring,” he 
said. “Having control of the team and the repeti- 
tions I got in spring training were a real plus. | 
think Jay deserves a chance to be number one, 
but I think I do, too. | think I earned it.” 

Although winning the MVP Award in the 
Gator Bowl was important to Burgdorf, he 
said, “I think it was more important that we 
won the game. We needed a win and we got 
it. We had a lot of young guys who con- 
tributed in that game. Coach Stallings talks 
about making plays, and it was important to 
me that | made some key plays.” 


Be Burgdorf is pleased with himself 


terback as a true freshman last year, 

pretty much the man who went in to 
kneel down on the final possession or two. 
There’s a school of thought that if Kitchens 
is going to be no better than third team 
again this year that he should be redshirted 
and Lance Tucker, who has already been red- 
shirted, take over that mop-up role. 
However, neither Kitchens nor Stallings is a 
supporter of that idea, so Kitchens will be 
competing for playing time. 

Kitchens suffered his injury-a torn right 
pectoralis major muscle—while pitching for 
the Alabama baseball team (a duty that didn’t 
cost him any missed football practice time 
except for the injury). He under went 
surgery and had a fairly slow recuperation 
early in the summer, but then picked up the 
pace and believes he is ready to go full speed. 
The injury time wasn’t wasted. “I spent a lot 
of time with the playbook this summer when 
I couldn't do much physical work,” Kitchens 
said. “And I watched a lot of film. So while 
the others (quarterback candidates) may 
have been gaining on me physically, | may 


F reddie Kitchens was Bama’s third quar- 


Freddie Kitchens didn't expect to play asa 
pla 


freshman last year, but after he di y he 


thought he should have played more. 
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have been gaining on them mentally.” 

Kitchens is physically the most imposing 
of the quarterback candidates at 6-4, 225. 
And he has a strong arm, perhaps stronger 
now than ever. “I've thrown some balls this 
summer that felt better than any I threw last 
year,” he said. “My arm is actually stronger 
than before I was hurt.” 

Kitchens said he didn’t expect to play at all 
as a true freshman last year. “But,” he said, 
“after 1 started playing, | thought I should 
have played more. It was real exciting.” Last 
year Kitchens played in six games, complet- 
ing seven of 14 passes for 188 yards with 
two touchdowns and three interceptions. 
Both of his touchdown passes-including a 
77-yarder that was longest of the year for 
Bama-went to his former high school team- 
mate, Toderick Malone. 

Kitchens said his goal this year is, “All 1 
can do is just like the others: give it my best 
and hope it’s better than the others. And if 
its not, keep working until it is better.” 

One area in which the former Mr. Football 
of Alabama high school expects to be im- 
proved is in reading defenses. 


Ithough he recognizes he starts out 
fall work as low man on the quarter- 
back totem pole, Lance Tucker looks 
"Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide/AUGUST ‘94 


at the positive aspect of his position. “I’ve 
got four years left,” he said, “so maybe some- 
thing good will happen down the road.” 

Tucker is the smallest of the quarterbacks 
at 6-0, 175, but that hasn’t hindered his ef- 
fectiveness. The book on Tucker is that 
when he’s running the team, the team moves 
down the field. And he doesn’t think it’s be- 
cause of one thing. “I don’t look at myself 
and think, ‘This is what I can do and this is 
what I can't do.’ You have to have confi- 
dence you can do it all. I think one reason | 
can do it all is that I enjoy it. I think all 
players get a lot more done when they are 
having fun.” 

Tucker hopes to make the traveling squad 
and get some playing time this year. 

Two incoming Peshanene John David 
Phillips and DeShea Townsend-are not rea- 
sonably expected to be a part of the quarter- 
back battle this fall. 


ll of the quarterback candidates are 
Act about the possibilities for the 

offense in 1994. Although new 
Quarterbacks Coach and Offensive 
Coordinator Homer Smith insists the offense 
will be Head Coach Gene Stallings’ offense, 
not Homer Smith's offense, Smith will be in 
the press box calling plays. 

“Pretty much everyone runs the same 
stuff,” Barker said. “It’s just put in different 
packages. I’ve studied Coach Smith's play- 
book. It's not so much complicated as it is a 
matter of repetitions. You have to do it over 
and over again to get it right. 

“I think the reason Coach Smith has been 
so successful is he knows when and how to 
call certain plays. He sees a situation, and 
he's seen so many, that he sees things in de- 
fenses a lot of others don't see. He knows 
the right moment. A lot of people don't have 
that gift, and | think he does. You can tell by 
his record. He's brilliant. And he does have 
plays that are designed that probably no one 
else has ever seen or thought of. The plays 
are designed to attack a defense, Often, the 
defense is designed to attack the offense, but 
we really go after the defense and make 
them play what we want them to play. We 
don't let them determine what we do on of- 
fense. That's his philosophy and why he's 
been successful. He's able to put together an 
offense that will produce a lot of yards and a 
lot of really big plays.” 

Barker said the quarterback could have 
more responsibility this year. “This offense 
will involve more audibles for the quarter- 
back, and | really like that,” he said. 
“Sometimes when you go to the line of 
scrimmage you know a play isn't going to 
work and it may be there’s no way to get out 
of the play into one that will work. Now it’s 
a really easy checkoff system to get us into a 
good play. It’s still up in the air as to how 
much freedom the quarterback will have, 
but hopefully they'll have enough confi- 
dence in us to allow us to do the things that 
will make us a successful offensive unit.” 

Burgdorf said the offense “is not a great, 
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great change from last year except in the pass- 
ing offense, and I think that will really help 
us. Coach Smith takes what is there and 
makes us the best possible team with it. Every 
quarterback has to be able to run the entire 
pees and know every aspect of the offense, 

ut he knows the plays that work best with 
different quarterbacks. Being the quarterback 
is a tough job, but it's a great job.” 

Kitchens said, “This offense suits any 
quarterback, and any quarterback would 
love it. The quarterback has a lot of control 
and the opportunity to be successful.” 

Tucker said, “We all know the offense inso- 
far as what was put in during spring training, 
but we don’t think that’s all of it. We think 
we all will have a lot more to lear. But we 
also know that it’s Coach Stallings’ philoso- 
phy that you can’t win if you can’t run the 
football, so we think we'll be doing that.” 

Regardless of who wins the quarterback 
job, Barker thinks Bama is poised to bounce 
back from last year’s 9-3-1 season. “I see us 
as a team being back in the picture for the 
national championship,” he said. “I hope ev- 
eryone else on the team does. | think if ev- 
eryone on this team has that vision and that 
confidence we will be, because everyone has 
worked very hard. We'll have to continue to 
work hard. That's my goal and dream and 
hopefully that’s everyone else’s on this team.” 


“Some of the younger guys had never suf- 
fered defeat and finally did last year. 1 hope 
they remember what it felt like so that we 
don’t have to go through that this year. We 
had some bad luck last year, particularly on 
injuries, and | think we were humbled in a 
sense. Sometimes | think when you're win- 
ning all the time you may forget how to ap- 
preciate it. I think losing some last year 
makes us appreciate winning more. In 1992 
we went crazy after every win, but last year 
it was almost like it was no big deal. 
Hopefully that 1992 attitude will be back 
this year. I've had the feeling this summer 
that our guys are hungry to win again, and 
that shows by the way everyone's been 
working. We want to go undefeated and 
compete for the national championship. 
Now that we know what it feels like to lose 
as well as to win, we know how much better 
itis to win. 

“I think the biggest thing that will be the 
key to our success this year is how close this 
team is. Teammates have to love each other 
and work hard together. When you have 
that closeness, no one can stop you. If we 
can get that unity back like we had in ’92, | 
think we'll be on the right track to win the 
national championship.” 

And, as Tucker said, “We're all anxious to 
get started.” 
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Meet The Staff: 


Wells Knows Baseball And Alabama 


by John Barnes 


New Crimson Tide baseball coach has a staff and a plan to get Bama winning again 


tors of future success, Alabama baseball 

is in good hands. New Crimson Tide 
Coach Jim Wells brings plenty of both, and 
an impressive worksheet, to the Bama pro- 
gram. 

Hired on June 3 by Athletics Director 
Hootie Ingram, Wells was offered the job 
following unsuccessful negotiations with 
Vestavia High's Sammy Dunn and Pat 
McMahon of Old Dominion. 

“We are extremely pleased to get a person 


I: confidence and enthusiasm are indica- 


NS 
\ as 
\ 


New Alabama Baseball Coach Jim Wells considers the Crimson Tide program to be the opportunity of 
a lifetime. He has a plan to put the Tide back into competition in the Southeastern Conference. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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of Jim’s quality as well as a successful head 
baseball coach,” Ingram said. “He has a 
good track record. He took Northwestern 
State to the NCAA Regionals and his days at 
LSU give him the experience to know this 
league and do a great job. | look forward to 
working with Jim and am confident he can 
take this baseball program to the top of the 
most competitive league in the country.” 
Wells inherits a team that ranked at or 
near the bottom of most Southeastern 
Conference offensive statistics, finishing 


with a league-worst 4-22 record. Bama was 
21-35 overall. The total losses, conference 
losses and SEC wins were all negative 
Crimson Tide records. 

Barry Shollenberger, Alabama's baseball 
coach for 15 years, announced midway 
through the 1994 season that he would re- 
tire. He coached more Alabama baseball vic- 
tories than anyone with a 487-333-1 mark, a 
winning percentage of 59.4. His best team 
was the 1983 squad that won the SEC cham- 
pionship and the NCAA regional champi- 
onship and finished second to Texas in the 
College World Series. However, Bama-his- 
torically the most successful baseball team 
in the SEC-has not been a factor in the 
league race in a number of years, and has 
not won an SEC Tournament game since 
1986. 

Shollenberger, who holds the doctorate de- 
gree in education, is expected to remain 
with The University in another capacity, not 
in the athletics department. His assistant 
coaches, Bobby Sprowl and Bobby Pierce, 
have been rumored for head coaching jobs, 
Sprowl at Shelton State Community College 
in Tuscaloosa and Pierce at Alabama- 
Huntsville, if that university initiates a base- 
ball program. 

Wells is aware of the situation and believes 
he has the formula to restore the Tide pro- 
gram to the national prominence it once en- 
joyed. “We'll just start from the beginning,” 
said the 39-year-old Shreveport, Louisiana, 
native. “My first priority, other than recruit- 
ing, is to familiarize the players with our 
philosophy and what's expected of them. 
We'll just get everybody on the same page 
and go from there.” 

Hired from Northwestern State in 
Natchitoches, Louisiana, where he posted a 
192-89 record over five seasons, Wells is ex- 
cited about the opportunity and seems gen- 
uinely in awe of the Alabama name and tra- 
dition. “I consider the University of 
Alabama, regardless of the sport, one of the 
premier jobs in the country,” said Wells. 
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“The program is well-respected throughout 
the country and the name ‘Alabama’ brings 
instant recognition. I’ve already noticed a 
difference with the limited amount of re- 
cruiting I’ve done. I don’t have to repeat my- 
self when I tell kids what school I represent 
like I did at Northwestern. 

“Alabama is known nationwide. You get 
12th-round draft choices calling you and 
telling you it’s always been their dream to 
come to The University of Alabama. You get 
your foot in the door just by the name. And 


that's a nice feeling.” 

From 1990-94, Wells guided the Demons, 
a program suffering through 13 consecutive 
losing seasons before his arrival, to five 
straight winning campaigns, three 
Southland Conference championships and 
participated in two NCAA Regional tourna- 
ments. His first Northwestern team went 38- 
13. 

Taking over an Alabama program that is 
down is similar to the situation he faced 
when first going to Northwestern State. 
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1BAMA 


TIDE GUIDE 


TO THE 1994 FOOTBALL SEASON 


Keep current with the Crimson Tide by dialing The Alabama Sports Network Hotline at 
1-900-288-4777. Cost is $ .95 minute and each caller must be age 18 or older. 


¢ Kickoff times 

e Up-to-date game site weather forecast 

¢ Special events (Homecoming, A-Day, 
Fan Day, etc.) 


e Broadcast coverage information 
e Daily practice updates 

e Game summaries and statistics 
e |n-Progress game report 

e Other U of A athletic information 


Even if you’re outside radio coverage areas you can hear every TASN radio broadcast of Bama 
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POSSIBLE UT-Chattanooga...Sept.3 
GAMES: TWIBAG 4 2c va¥ nc e-x5 Sept. 24 
Southern Miss ..... Oct. 8 
Call your local cable company. Available 
this season to home satellite owners— 
look for details or call the TASN Hotline. 


August 14— 10K Fan Day 
August 22—Crimson Tide Today—5 minute 
radio show each weekday 
Tide Talk—1 hour radio show every 
Monday night through April 
August 28—Coach Gene Stallings TV. 
Show (first of 14 consecutive weeks) 
September 3—UT-Chattanooga 
Kickoff— 4:00 p.m. 
Radio air time— 1:30 p.m. 
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“Except,” he said, “there are 11,000 more 
people who go to The University of Alabama 
and everybody in the world knows Alabama. 
Only the alumni know Northwestern State.” 

He is a three-time Southland Conference 
coach of the year and was recently named 
his state's best coach for the 1994 season by 
the Louisiana Sportswriters Association. In 
addition, he turned out four Southland 
Conference Players of the Year. 

Prior to his tenure at Northwestern State, 
his alma mater, Wells served as an assistant 
to Skip Bertman at LSU from 1987-89, It 
was during this period that the Tigers estab- 
lished themselves as the best program in the 
Southeastern Conference, posting a total 
record of 143-57 while making two trips to 
the College World Series. Under Bertman, 
Wells tutored Tiger outfielders and served as 
hitting coach. One of his proteges is 
Cleveland Indians’ outfielder Albert Belle, 
one of the top hitters in the American 
League. 

Wells is familiar with the Crimson Tide 
from his days at LSU. “I think Alabama is 
one of the premier programs in the United 
States,” he said. “I felt that way when | was 
at LSU and | still feel that way today. 
Alabama has a first-class facility and is a 
member of what | think is the best baseball 
conference in the United States. A job like 
this comes around only once ina lifetime. It 
is a great opportunity.” 


ells gives credit to Bertman for 
not only helping to hone his 
baseball knowledge and ability 


to be a successful coach, but for instilling a 
sense of priority as well. 


“Il could go on and on about what I 
learned from Coach Bertman,” he said. “I 
guess the most important thing I learned is 
an understanding for the total concept of 
team baseball. Not just the fundamentals of 
pitching, hitting, fielding and base running, 
but on what it takes to get the kids mentally 
conditioned to win in June.” 

Another important lesson learned from 
Bertman is the art of promotion. Single- 
game promotions have been severely lacking 
from the Tide program of late, an element 
essential to increasing attendance and inter- 
est in the program. “The bottom line is that 
you have to have a good product out there 
for the fans,” said Wells. “There are a num- 
ber of different ways to get people interested 
in the program. Promotions involving kids 
where Mom and Dad also attend is one of 
many ways to get people out to the park.” 

Wells said his Northwestern State teams 
relied on pitching, defense and “manufac- 
turing runs.” He said, “It depends on the tal- 
ent, but I would love to be an aggressive- 
type coach, Where | came from, we had to 
create everything we got. We had to rely on 
the hit-and-run, bunting, good base-run- 
ning, good pitching and defense, and being 
a team that never beat itself. 1 feel comfort- 
able with that type of team, but | sure would 
like to plug in some power because ulti- 
mately | think you have to have that to win 
ata high level. 

“No matter what you do, those kids have 
got to feel like they are supposed to win the 
games. You want them to feel that we are 
more prepared than the other team and we 
are supposed to win the game, somehow, 
some way.” 


or Wells, the situation at Alabama 
F closely mirrors what he encountered 

his first year at Northwestern. “It’s re- 
ally an incredible similarity,” he said. “At 
Northwestern, we came into a situation 
where they hadn't done well; the kids need- 
ed a little jolt. But they were hungry and 
wanted to win. We brought in a couple of 
key guys and worked hard on teaching the 
team concept. That team eventually did 
quite well. 

“But,” he pointed out, “we didn’t have to 
play teams like LSU, Mississippi State, 
Auburn and Tennessee.” 

Aside from a few minor losses, the 1995 
Alabama team will return virtually intact. 
Wells not only has the arduous task of im- 
plementing a new system and philosophy, 
but changing the mindset of players who, 
for the most part, may rather have been 
somewhere else in 1994. 

It is a difficult situation, but one Wells rel- 
ishes, “Although I’m not as familiar with the 
returning players as I would like to be, | 
think we have a solid nucleus to build 
around,” he said. “Alabama attracts a certain 
type of ballplayer, good ballplayers. We just 
need to familiarize them with what it means 
to win and how to become a complete stu- 
dent-athlete. It's a great challenge and great 
opportunity. I'm looking forward to it.” 

Although Alabama has few scholarships 
available for 1995, Wells has already signed 
five players and the team is certain to have a 
new look when the final cut rolls around 
next winter. “Everyone will have a shot at 
becoming a member of that 30-man 
roster,”said Wells. “I think we'll find out 
who wants to win.” 


Wells Taps Louisianans As Assistant Coaches 


baseball coaching staff are Mitch Gaspard and Todd Butler. 

Gaspard joins Wells from Northwestern State, where he was 
first assistant to Wells, Butler joins the Tide program after serving 
one year as an assistant at McNeese State University. 

Gaspard, who turned down the head coaching job at NSU to stay 
with Wells, is expected to serve as Bama's pitching coach, although 
his duties have yet to be specifically outlined. “Mitch has been my 
number one assistant for two years now and | am thrilled he has de- 
cided to join us here at Alabama,” said Wells. “He could have stayed 
on at Northwestern as head coach but decided to come with us. | 
think that says a lot for the Alabama program.” 

Gaspard, a native of Port Arthur, Texas, began his coaching career 
as a student assistant coach at Houston, his alma mater, in 1988. 
From 1989 through 1992 he was an assistant at Southwestern 
Louisiana, where he worked with teams that won 45 games per year 
three seasons. He spent the 1993 and 1994 seasons with Wells at 


S lated to join new Head Coach Jim Wells and fill out the Tide 
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Northwestern State. After an all-state high school playing career, 
Gaspard played two years at LSU before transferring to Houston 
where he was a two-year starter at second base. 

A former Cleveland Indians farmhand, Butler attended the 
University of Oklahoma where he started two years at shortstop and 
led the Big Eight in stolen bases in 1987. He had begun his career at 
McNeese State before transferring to Oklahoma. 

In addition to his experience at McNeese State, Butler also coached 
in the prestigious Alaskan summer league for two seasons and in the 
Jayhawk summer league, where he was a head coach. 

Prior to joining the McNeese staff, Butler served as an assistant 
coach at Blinn Junior College in Brenham, Texas, and was a student 
coach at McNeese. 

At McNeese his duties including scouting, recruiting and field 
maintenance, and during games he served as third base coach. He 
also worked as the hitting coach, as well as working with base-run- 
ning and infielders. 
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More Additions: 


Tide Coaching Picture Changes 


by Kirk McNair 
and Donna Fromme 


Basketball, tennis and 
swimming have new 
coaches on board 


ile the big coaching news at 
Alabama in the off season con- 
cerned baseball, there were plen- 


ty of other changes for Crimson Tide sports. 
Two head coaches—Jonty Skinner of the 
men's and women’s swimming and diving 
teams and John Kreis of the men’s tennis 
team-resigned and there were also key 
moves in both men’s and women's basketball. 

If one had to guess the most successful 
swimming and diving team in the Big East 
Conference, one would probably guess—in- 
correctly-Miami. However, since Chuck 
Horton took over the women's program at 
Villanova in 1987 and the men’s program in 
1990, Villanova has dominated the Big East. 
His women’s teams have won three consecu- 
tive conference championships and his 
men’s team two straight titles. None of his 
teams ever finished below second in the Big 
East. He has dominated coach of the year 
balloting and is considered one of the na- 
tion's top young coaches. 

Horton was named Alabama's head swim- 
ming and diving coach in July, replacing 
Skinner who resigned to accept the newly- 
created position of coach of the United 
States Resident National Team. Skinner, 40, 
a former star swimmer for Alabama and 
longtime world record-holder in the 100 
freestyle, has served as Alabama head coach 
since 1990, Director of the Resident Team is 
Dennis Pursley, another former Tide swim- 
mer. The Resident Team will consist of the 
nation’s top-ranked age group swimmers, 
who will live and train at the Olympic 
Training Center in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 

Horton is familiar with Alabama, having 
served as an assistant to former Crimson 
Tide Head Coach Don Gambril before be- 
coming head coach at Villanova. In 1987, 
when the Alabama men won the 
Southeastern Conference championship, 
Horton was coach of the men’s and women's 
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sprinters. And, like Gambril and Skinner, 
Horton has earned an international name as 
a coach and lecturer. He has conducted clin- 
ics throughout the world. 

A native of Vineland, New Jersey, Horton 
was a national high school record-holder in 
the sprints. He was All-Western Athletic 
Conference and team captain at Wyoming. 
Following graduation he was head coach at 
Central High School in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, and was Wyoming high school 
coach of the year in 1985. 


man who coached courtside at 

Wimbledon with a man who has played 
at Wimbledon. Joey Rive, a former world- 
ranked professional tennis player, was 
named successor to Kreis. Kreis resigned to 
return to his alma mater and hometown, 
Tennessee-Knoxville, having served as 
Bama's head coach for six years. 

Alabama Athletics Director Cecil Ingram 
was certainly familiar with Rive. He was a 
nationally-ranked collegiate player at 
Florida State from 1981-85 when Ingram 
was director of athletics for the Seminoles. 
Rive, whose recommendations included one 
from all-time tennis great Stan Smith, was 
FSU's captain and two-time most valuable 
player. Professionally, he won five 
Association of Tennis Professional titles, two 
in singles and three in doubles. He played 
professionally from 1985 through 1991 and 
was ranked among the top 100 in the world 
in singles the final five years. In each of his 
seven years on the pro tour he played in the 
Big Four—Wimbledon, the United States 
Open, the French Open and the Auswalian 
Open. 

He is a former national champion of 
Puerto Rico, a gold medal winner in the 
Pan-American Games, and a Davis Cup par- 
ticipant. 

In 1987, Tennis magazine named him its 
Sportsman of the Year. 

Following his playing career he worked as 
the Junior Development Program director 
for the ATP Tour in Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Florida, then returned to serve as assistant 
coach at FSU while he earned his degree. 
Following graduation, he stayed on the FSU 
staff. 

Rive, 31, has hired Stan Long of Fairhope 
as his assistant. Long, a senior at Alabama, 
had served as manager and coaching assis- 
tant for Kreis for the past three seasons. 


EF men’s tennis, Alabama has replaced a 


avid Hobbs men’s basketball pro- 
De suffered a loss this summer 

when Assistant Coach James Green 
left the Bama staff to become the top assis- 
tant at Lowa State. Hobbs elected to replace 
Green, a Mississippi native who had recruit- 
ed well in the Magnolia State, with an 
Alabamian, noteworthy since the upcoming 
year is expected to be the best in several 
years for prep prospects in Alabama. 

Thad Fitzpatrick, a Montgomery native 
and 1979 graduate of Auburn University at 
Montgomery, had served as an assistant 
coach at Miami for the past four years. Prior 
to that he had served as an assistant coach 
for former Alabama assistant Benny Dees at 
Wyoming for three years. 

Fitzpatrick prepped at St. Jude in 
Montgomery. He was a two-year letterman al 
Alabama Christian Junior College in 
Montgomery, then finished his collegiate ca- 
reer at AUM, graduating in 1979. He also 
earned a master's degree at AUM and was a 
member of the coaching staff until joining 
Dees at Wyoming in 1987. 

Fitzpatrick was a very successful recruiter 
both at Wyoming and Miami. 

At one time there was a possibility Hobbs 
would lose both of his full-time assistant 
coaches. Gregg Polinsky had been consid- 
ered the top candidate for the head job at his 
alma mater, Northern Arizona University, 
but decided to remain with the Crimson 
Tide. Polinsky has been a top assistant at 
Bama for the past eight years and this spring 
Hobbs gave him the title of assistant head 
coach. 

Hobbs said that Polinsky would continue 
to have extensive recruiting and coaching 
duties, but that with his new title would as- 
sume a more active role in the administra- 
tive area. 


he vacancy on Rick Moody's women’s 

| basketball team was the result of the 

tragic death last fall of Dottie Kelso. 

Moody elected to wait until the end of the 

season to fill that spot. This summer Moody 

hired Cheryl Littlejohn to serve as Bama's 
chief recruiter. 

Littlejohn, a native of Gastonia, North 
Carolina, comes to Alabama from North 
Carolina State, where she was an assistant 
from 1991 through 1994. At North Carolina 
State she was the recruiting coordinator and 
coached post players. 

Littlejohn had a spectacular playing career. 
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Chuck Horton 
She was an all-state prep star, then played 
for Tennessee, three times playing in the 
NCAA Championship tournament. As a se- 
nior in 1987 she helped the Lady Vols to the 
national championship. 

At Tennessee she received the Gloria Ray 
Leadership Award, presented to the out- 
standing female athlete at Tennessee who is 
a leader and who excels academically and 
athletically. 

Prior to becoming a coach, Littlejohn 
worked in Los Angeles for over three years 


as an investigator for the Drug Enforcement 
Administration. 


dditionally, Alabama men’s basket- 
A= picked up a pretty good name 

this summer: Scott Pippin. No, not 
the Chicago Bulls’ Scottie Pippen. 

Pippin replaces longtime Associate 
Trainer Sang Lyda, who retired following 
last basketball season. Although Pippen 
will have responsibility for all men’s sports 
other than football, his primary responsi- 


Thad Fitzpatrick 


or “alae! 
Chery] Littlejohn 
bility is with the men’s basketball team. 
Pippin, 28, graduated from Alabama in 
1987, then earned his master’s degree as a 
graduate assistant trainer at Mississippi 
State. He also worked with the Tampa Bay 
Bucs of the National Football League and 
was assistant trainer with the Birmingham 
Fire football team. He served as sports 
medicine director at a New Orleans clinic 
and also served as trainer for the New 
Orleans Knight arena football team before 
returning to Alabama this summer. 


Mark McBride and 
the Downtown Gallery 
are proud to announce 
our $50,000 pledge to RISE 
for the John Mark Stallings Room 


of the new RISE Building. 


For information on how you can be a part 
of this wonderful program 
and be named as a contributor, 


please call 
Mark McBride 
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(205) 752-6222 
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More New Players: 


Recruiting Pays Late Dividends 


by Kirk McNair 
and Donna Fromme 


Men and women pick up 
basketball transfers; 
new women's soccer 
team completes roster 


labama Head Basketball Coach 
A= Hobbs didn’t have any luck in 
using his one available scholarship 
in the late signing period, but this summer 
Hobbs got just what he wanted. Damon 
Bacote, a 6-4 guard/forward who played last 
season at the University of Richmond, an- 
nounced this summer he would transfer to 
Bama. 
Bacote, a highly-regarded prep star in 
1993, opted for Richmond to be close to 
home. He played sparingly as a freshman 


(although leading the Spiders in three-point 
shooting), then decided to transfer to a more 
up-tempo team after his coach, Dick 
Tarrant, retired. He picked Bama over 
Clemson and Dayton. He is expected to be a 
shooting guard when he becomes eligible for 
play in 1995-96. Bacote will be able to prac- 
tice with Bama this year, then will have 
three years of eligibility. 

“| think my game is better suited to 
Alabama's style of play,” Bacote said. “They 
play a pressing, wide-open game. Plus, I like 
the fact that Alabama is an established win- 
ner.” 

Boo Williams, who coached Bacote on a 
Virginia all-star team that won the 1992 
Amateur Athletic Union national champi- 
onship, said Bacote fits perfectly into Hobbs’ 
scheme at Alabama. “He's a perfect match,” 
Williams said. “Alabama got a good one. He 
is a great athlete who can run the floor and 
shoot the jumper. | think he can really help 
Alabama.” 


Alabama's only other new men's basketball 
signee is point guard Marco Whitfield of 
Decatur, coming from Central Florida Junior 
College. 

Bama coaches were on the road in July 
evaluating prospects for the upcoming re- 
cruiting season as Bama has four seniors on 
this year's team. Upcoming seniors are start- 
ing forwards Jason Caffey and Jamal 
Faulkner, starting wing guard Artie Griffin, 
and backup point guard Terrence Bethel. 

Coach Rick Moody’s Alabama women's 
basketball team is also scheduled to get a 
transfer this year. Konecka Drakeford, a 5- 
11 forward who was a Parade and USA 
Today All-America in high school, picked 
Virginia over Alabama in 1993. At the end of 
her freshman year, she decided to transfer to 
Alabama. 

Both Bacote and Drakeford will be signed 
after they begin classes in the fall. 

Drakeford averaged 35.8 points per game 
at Providence Day High School in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. She played in only eight 
games at Virginia before a disciplinary sus- 
pension stemming from charges (later re- 
duced) of unauthorized use of a roommate's 
credit card. 

Drakeford will have to sit out this season 
(although she can practice with the Tide), 
then will have three years of eligibility re- 
maining. 

Earlier it had been announced that Bama 
had signed four players, including the state's 
Miss Basketball, Pam Duncan of Carrollton, 
and LaToya Caudle of Madison, Kidada 
Holtzclaw of Sylacauga, and Brittney Ezell of 
Franklin, Tennessee. 


labama’s newest sport, women’s soc- 
A= kicks off this fall and Coach 
Don Staley has signed 17 players to 
get the program off the ground. BAMA had 
earlier announced 15 of those signees. The 
latest to be added to the Crimson Tide roster 
are Jill Davis, a fullback, and Amy 
Rosenbaum, a striker, both from First 
Colonial High School in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. They led their team to the state 
high school championship last year and 
Rosenbaum won virtually ever honor in the 
area. 
Betty Palmer's 1994 women’s golf team, 
which finished second in the Southeastern 
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Jill Davis 


Conference, must be rebuilt almost from 
scratch with three of the top four players last 
spring being seniors and a fourth Tider elect- 
ing to give up golf at Bama. 

Thus far, Palmer has signed three replace- 
ments. Kelly Milligan of Laurinburg, North 
Carolina, played on both the girls’ and boys’ 
golf teams at Scotland High School. She was 
conference player of the year as a junior and 
senior in girls’ competition and led her team 
to four straight league championships and 
she played at number five on the boys’ team, 
which won the conference championship and 
finished third in the state. Christy Miller of 
The Woodlands, Texas, prepped at 
McCullough High School, where she was 
medalist (70-71-141) and led her team to the 
district championship. She is a past winner of 
the Houston Golf Association Junior Tour 
and was named area Most Valuable Girls’ 
Golfer. Linda Maripuu has been a two-year 
performer in the Swedish Golf League and in 
1993 won a tournament in La Manga, Spain, 
shooting 73-75. 

Coach Doug Williamson has signed four 
women for the track and field team, all of 
whom are distance runners who will also 
compete for Coach David Troy in cross coun- 
try. Jessica Fry of Spokane, Washington, was 
announced earlier. The newest signees are 
Desiree Ficker of Potomac, Maryland, who 
was the indoor state champion at 800 meters 
and led her team to the state cross country 
title. Her father, Robin, is a national Masters 
pentathlon champion. Carrie Garritson of 
Buena Park High School in Fontana, 
California, was a four-time qualifier for the 
national cross country championships. 
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Joanne Bolton of Ontario, Canada, was a sil- 
ver medalist at the high school cross country 
championships in 1993 and led her team to a 
second place national finish. 

Departing Head Swimming Coach Jonty 
Skinner is leaving his successor, Chuck 
Horton, with five new performers. Earlier an- 
nounced signees were Karen Jones of 
Birmingham and John Potts of Delray Beach, 
Florida. Since then the Tide has added one 
man and three women. Joaquim Ribeiro of 
Brazil, the 1994 national senior champion 
and former national and South American ju- 
nior champion, is a butterfly specialist. The 
women include: Maria Elm of Pleasanton, 
California, was North Coast Section champi- 
on in the 200 individual medley and her 
school's record-holder in the 100 breaststroke 
and 200 individual medley. She has been both 
a junior and senior national qualifier. Laura 
Lloyd of Glendale, Arizona, was her club's 
first swimmer to make the Olympic Festival. 
She was undefeated in dual meets for four 
years and holds all her school’s freestyle 
sprint records and the 100 backstroke mark. 
Jenny Siegert of The Woodlands, Texas, is a 
diver who was all-state. 

Joey Rive, the new men’s tennis coach, will 
have two new signees this year. Earlier an- 
nounced was Robert Sproul of Briarwood 
Christian in Birmingham. The latest signee is 
Michael Anderson of Denmark, who has won 
numerous junior championships and who 
was ranked number two in singles in the 
European Union. 

New signees in football, men’s golf, 
women's tennis, gymnastics, volleyball and 
baseball had been previously announced, 
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PLAY! 


EXCITING 


AWAY GAME 
PACKAGES 
FOR THE 


1994 SEASON. 


labama vs. Ark 


One Day Charter Package 
$290 per person 
Air from Birmingham 


Alabama vs. L 


Packages starting at 
$155 per person 


Alabama vs. Tennessee 


Hotel Packages starting at 
$110 per person 


Offering More Travel Packages to 
More SEC Events Than Any Other 
Travel Management Company! 


ONT IATL 
TRAVEL 


Call to Reserve Your Package Today! 


1-800-228-4150 


For more information and details on these packages. 


BAMA SCORECARD 


Old Man Stallings 

With the firing of Billy Brewer as head 
football coach at Ole Miss this summer, the 
new “dean” of Southeastern Conference 
football coaches is either Bill Curry, who has 
been an SEC head coach since 1987 (three 
years at Alabama, four years at Kentucky) or 
Georgia’s Ray Goff, who has been head 
coach at one school since 1989, Next in line 
are Alabama's Gene Stallings and Florida's 
Steve Spurrier, who took over in 1990. Eight 
conference schools have had at least one 
change in head coach since 1990. 


Tough Penalties 

Last year there were a number of well- 
publicized football fights around the nation, 
bench-clearing brawls. Now the NCAA is 
getting tough on fighters. As in the past, 
players involved in fights will be ejected. 
Beyond that, if the fight occurs in the sec- 
ond half of a game, the player will be sus- 
pended for the first half of the next game. 
Players who come off the bench to join ina 
fight will be ejected from that game and sus- 
pended for the next game. And a player in- 
volved in two fights in a season will be sus- 
pended for the remainder of the year. 


Broadcast News 

The Alabama Sports Network and the 
Alabama Athletics Department have an- 
nounced changes in Alabama's football 
broadcast teams for radio and television. 
Most notable is that longtime Tide announc- 
er John Forney will no longer be host of 
“University of Alabama Football with Gene 
Stallings,” the post-game television program. 
Although Forney will host the pre-season 
show, his spot on the weekly telecasts will be 
assumed by former Tide quarterback Jeff 
Rutledge. However, Forney will have an ex- 
panded role on the radio broadcasts as asso- 
ciate producer and host of “Crimson Tide 
Today,” the pre-game call-in show, and will 
have a new role in special television projects. 

Rutledge will have additional duties on 
Alabama pay-per-view telecasts as he has re- 
placed Ricky Davis as color man. Doug Bell 
has been retained as play-by-play announcer 
with Lamonde Russell taking over the side- 
lines color commentary done by Scott 
Hunter last year. Russell is a former 
Alabama tight end. Davis and Hunter are 
also former Bama football players. 

On the radio broadcast, Eli Gold returns 
as play-by-play man and Doug Layton as 
color commentator. Jerry Duncan has been a 
sidelines color analyst, but the announce- 
ment of the changes said only that he would 
“join Gold in a pre-game segment.” 
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Tide In NIT 

Although Alabama's men's basketball 
schedule was not available in late July, the 
Tide's first round opponent in the Pre- 
Season NIT was announced. Alabama will 
host Kansas State November 16. The winner 
of that game will meet the winner of the 
New Mexico State-Southern Cal game on 
November 18 at a site to be determined. 
Winners of the [irst two rounds advance to 
the semifinals at Madison Square Garden in 
New York on November 23. The champi- 
onship and third place games will be in New 
York November 25. 

The NCAA has returned to a start of bas- 
ketball practice on October 15. Last year 
schools did not begin practice until 
November |. 


Ranking The Teams 

Although Bashetball Times has a dis- 
claimer, it has the first college basketball 
poll for the 1994-95 season. The publica- 
tions has ranked teams by talent, but points 
out the team with the most talent is not al- 
ways the best team. By way of comparison it 
shows Arkansas having the nation’s fourth- 
best talent pool for 1994-95, but says it ex- 
pects the Razorbacks to win the national 
championship. Duke, Kentucky and 
Cincinnati are all ranked ahead of Arkansas 
in talent, according to Basketball Times. 

The publication ranks Alabama as having 
the nation's 20th best group of players, 
which is fourth best in the SEC. (LSU is 
tanked 15th.) The publications suggests the 
loss of seniors Shon Peck-Love and Walter 
Pitts will not be made up by the signing of 
junior college point guard Marco Whitfield, 
so that Bama will not be as strong a team in- 
sofar as talent is concerned as the Tide was 
last year. 

Incidentally, the publication also named 
Whitfield as a third team Junior College All- 
America and listed Artie Griffin, who trans- 
ferred to Alabama prior to last year, as an 
honorable mention on its All-Transfer team. 


A Busy Summer 

Upcoming Bama sophomore basketball 
star Antonio McDyess had a busy basketball 
schedule this summer. He participated in the 
1994 Olympic Festival as a member of the 
South team, which won the Gold Medal, 
However, McDyess had to miss the champi- 
onship game in order to participate in train- 
ing camp for the Goodwill Games. Among 
his competition for one of four spots on the 
Goodwill Games team was his teammate, 
upcoming senior Jason Caffey. Eleven play- 
ers battled for those four available spots and 


neither McDyess nor Caffey made the final 
squad. 


Johnson In France 

Upcoming senior Niesa Johnson, a 
women’s All-America basketball player last 
year for Bama’s Final Four team, has made a 
habit of international competition each sum- 
mer. This is the third straight year she has 
competed internationally, in 1992 and 1993 
as a member of the United States National 
Junior Team, this year as a member of the 
USA Basketball Women's Select Team. 
Johnson played games in Israel and France 
before returning to finish the schedule in 
North Carolina. 


Alumni Success 

Alabama's men’s basketball alumni associa- 
tion had great success this year. The 
National Basketball Association's all-star 
team was without a familiar name this sea- 
son since Michael Jordan changed basketball 
shoes for baseball spikes and a spot on the 
Birmingham Barons’ roster. The rest of the 
All-NBA Team was as it had been the year 
before, so that one spot was taken by Latrell 
Sprewell of the Golden State Warriors. 
Sprewell, in only his second NBA season 
after finishing at Bama, had also been select- 
ed for the all-star game. He led the Warriors 
in scoring, was among the league leaders in 
three-point shooting, and led the league in 
minutes played. 

Although Robert Horry didn't reap the in- 
dividual rewards Sprewell did, he has some- 
thing to show his former Crimson Tide 
teammate. Horry is a member of the NBA 
champion Houston Rockets. Ironically, 
Houston had attempted to trade Horry to 
Detroit during the season, but the trade fell 
through because the Detroit player did not 
pass his physical examination. 

Sprewell became the first former Alabama 
player to make All-NBA and Horry became 
the first Tider to play for an NBA champi- 
onship team. 


Honda Winners 

Each year Honda presents awards to the 
top women athletes in collegiate sports. Two 
Crimson Tide performers were among the 
nominees for their sports in 1993-94. 
Upcoming senior basketball All-America 
Niesa Johnson was one of seven nominees in 
her sport, while upcoming sophomore gym- 
nast Meredith Willard was one of the seven 
finalist in her sport. 

Former Alabama gymnast Dee Foster was 
a four-time nominee and won the Honda 
Award for gymnastics in 1993. 
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New Facilities 

Coleman Coliseum will be increased by 
about one-third by 1996 with the planned 
expansion to build new practice and office 
facilities for Alabama's gymnastics and vol- 
leyball teams and offices for the soccer team. 
Plans have been drawn to expand Coleman 
Coliseum’s south end by adding two facili- 
ties in the area that the rear entrance ramps 
and parking spaces now occupy. 

The renovation plan also includes new of- 
fice spaces in the arena’s south end and a re- 
furbishing as some existing offices. 

The project is estimated to cost $3 million. 

The additions will include room for three 
full volleyball courts or two basketball 
courts and there is the possibility that some 
basketball practice will take place in the ad- 
dition. The new facility will not be for com- 
petition, The gymnastics team performs in 
Coleman Coliseum’s main arena, but prac- 
tices in a former armory, and the volleyball 
team practices and plays in Foster 
Auditorium. Alabama Athletics Director 
Cecil Ingram said that eventually volleyball 
matches might also be moved to Coleman 
Coliseum. 


All-Sports Canned 

Long before the SEC made the decision to 
honor a school for the best overall sports 
program with the Bernie Moore Trophy, 
newspapers had been calculating the SEC's 
best overall program. This spring, at the an- 
nual SEC meeting, the schools voted 10-2 
(only Florida and Tennessee voting “no”) to 
do away with the awards for the best overall 
men’s and women's programs. However, look 
for one or more publications to calculate the 
awards in upcoming years, just as was done 
before the SEC took over. 

Even before doing away with the award 
this year the league had diluted the competi- 
tion two years ago by allowing each school 
to not count one of the seven sports. 

Once upon a time Alabama was dominant, 
winning three of the first four men’s tro- 
phies. Now Bama is an also-ran. Last year 
the Tide men finished fourth in men’s com- 
petition (actually tied for fourth with 
Mississippi State, which doesn’t even have a 
swimming and diving team) and just half a 
point ahead of Auburn, which got no points 
for its undefeated football team. The Bama 
women did quite a bit better, just four 
points out of first place and third overall. 

No one has been able to provide a good 
reason for the conference ending this honor 
for overall excellence. Florida, which has 
been the dominant program in recent years, 
won the men’s trophy, while the Georgia 
women edged Florida in women’s competi- 
tion. 

In national competition, Alabama's overall 
program (men’s and women’s combined) 
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was 15th best, and third best among SEC 
teams (behind Florida and Tennessee). 


Signee Wins State 

Alabama men’s golf team signee Brian 
Wright of UMS-Wright High School in 
Mobile won the individual tide and led his 
team to the state 1A-4A championship. The 
tournament was shortened to 27 holes by 
rain. Wright, state champion two of the past 
three years, shot a final day total of 35 with 
two birdies and an eagle to take a three- 
stroke victory, finishing at 103, five-under- 
par. He led his team to three consecutive 
state championships. 


Pride Sets Record 

While most of the attention in professional 
golf in mid-July is on the British Open, there 
is a PGA event held in the United State, the 
Deposit Guaranty Golf Classic in Madison, 
Mississippi. Torrential rains forced the tour- 
nament to be halved from 72 holes to 36 
holes, and the best 18 of those 36 were 
played by former Tide golfer Dicky Pride. 
Pride set a course record at Annandale Golf 
Club with a second round 64. He finished 
two strokes out of the lead. 


On Tour 

A number of former Alabama golfers are 
competing on tour. In addition to tour rook- 
ie Dicky Pride being on the PGA tour (and 
playing in a few Nike Tour events as well), 
former Tider Steve Lowery has ranked 
among the PGA’s top money winners all 
year. The most successful Tider ever, Jerry 
Pate, plays an occasional tournament but is 
better known for his commentary on nation- 
ally-televised professional events and for his 
golf course design work. 

Two former Tide men—David Kirkpatrick 
and Alan Pate-are playing on the Nike Tour. 

From the women’ side, Peggy Kirsch and 
Judi Schneider Pavon are playing on the 
LPGA Tour; Leslie Spalding, Maria Lopez 
and Loretta Coleman are on the Futures 
Tour; and Sofia Gronberg is on the European 
Ladies Tour. 


At Wimbledon 

Former Alabama tennis All-America Ellis 
Ferreira delayed his professional career, but 
the wait was worth it. Although Ferreira fin- 
ished his Crimson Tide career at the end of 
the 1991 season, he remained in Tuscaloosa 
another year to earn his degree before em- 
barking on the pro trail. 

This summer he made it into the main 
draw at the premier world tennis event, 
Wimbledon. 

Ferreira won his way through the qualifier 
in singles, but once in the main draw found 
himself against one of the greats, Stefan 
Edberg. Edberg won the match in straight 


sets, but in the second set Edberg had the 
former top player in the world down 5-1. 

In 1992 Ferreira performed a similar 
event, winning his way into the main draw 
at the United State Open, where he won 13 
games in a losing effort against former Open 
Champion Michael Chang. 


SID Awards 

The sports information staff at Alabama 
has received several national awards from 
the College Sports Information Directors’ 
Association. 

The 1993 Gator Bowl Media Guide was 
judged second in the nation in post season 
football bowl brochures, while the 1993 
Football Media Guide was second in the dis- 
trict. Both guides were edited by Larry 
White, assistant athletics director and sports 
information director. 

Becky Hopf, recently promoted to associate 
sports information director, received three na- 
tional awards as well as district honors. 
CoSIDA cited her with a Best In Nation writ- 
ing award for a story published in the 
Tuscaloosa News previewing the Crimson 
Tide's women’s basketball reunion. It was her 
third Best In Nation award and the third dif- 
ferent sport in which she has taken the honor. 

She received district writing awards for 
two other stories, one reporting on the fu- 
neral of Tide Assistant Basketball Coach 
Dottie Kelso and another for a column on 
Kelso for the 1994 SEC Women's Basketball 
Tournament program. 

HopI also edited both the men's and 
women’s golf media guides, which were 
judged fourth and fifth best in the nation, 
respectively. She has won a dozen CoSIDA 
national awards for her work in press 
guides. 


Football Press Guides 

Alabama's 1994 Football Media Guide may 
be ordered by mail for $15 by sending a 
check made payable to University of 
Alabama to Football Media Guide, RO. Box 
870391, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. The press 
guides are also expected to be on selected 
newsstands in Alabama for $12. 

Other Alabama press guides may also be or- 
dered at the same address. Men's basketball is 
$10 and gymnastics and baseball are $8 each. 


Press Guide Omission 

One item has been omitted from this year’s 
Alabama football press guide. In the spring 
of 1971, Coach Paul Bryant decided to make 
awards to players for their performances in 
spring training. Alabama's staff did not name 
the winners of those awards, which are 
named for former Crimson Tide stars, at the 
end of this year's spring training, and it may 
be the awards have been eliminated, a 
source in the athletics department said. 
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’s 1994 Football Opponents 


Schedules of Alabama 
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"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/AUGUST '94 


% never saw him coming. It was 


just the blur of the car, the screeching 


tires, the slamming metal. 


\T Mv ESSED THINGS Up ENOUGH. 
4 Warr For Tue Cueck? ~_ Fast Answer: 
o Come To Us. 


And then came the real impact. 
You're stuck without a car while 
your insurance company takes 
their time sending your check. 
Its a hard way to find out whos there 
when you need them. 
At Nationwide® Insurance, we’re not 
just on your side when the premium 
payment is due. 


We're there when 


it really counts. With claims service 
; that’s among the most responsive 
_ in the business. 

So, if you're still waiting for your 
insurance check, use the time to check 
out another insurance agent. One who's 


on your side. 


| NATIONWIDE 
INSURANCE 
NATIONWIDE 1S 
P ON YOUR SIDE 


Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Home Office: One Nationwide Plaza. Columbus, OH 43216. : 
Nationwide* and “Nationwide is on your side” are registered federal service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. ©1994 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. 


Be one of the 1,994 Exclusive Owners 
of These Limited Edition Rings 


Valadium 


University Artifacts 
proudly presents 
The first ever officially licensed, limited edition, 


“University of Alabama Football Fan Ring” 


Mens 10k Gold........Quantity_ @$500.00 each.....$__ 
Mens Valadium Quantity__ @$180.00 each,...$_- 
Womens 10k Gold...Quantity_ -@$350.00 each.....$____—— 
Womens Valadium.. Quantity__ @$180.00 each.....$ —_s 
Shipping, Handling &Insurance.,.....@$10.00...............$ 
SUBTOTAL..$_ 
Alabama residents add 8% Sales Tax.......cccccerscerereereeet 
TOTAL. hk 
RING SIZE: MEN'S WOMEN'S 


ENCLOSED: [ } Check [ ] Money Order 

Make Payable to: University Artifacts 

CHARGE: 

[ ] Visa { | Mastercard Card #; - 
Exp. Dates — 

Card Holder Signature . = a 
SHIP TO: 

NAME: ____ ————— = 
ADDRESS: _ 


CITY: a A —_ 


Mail orders to: | University Artifacts 


Each ring has a lifetime warranty against defects in workman- P.O. Box 378 
ship or materials. A portion of the proceeds from the sale of Madison, AL 35758 
these rings will be donated to the University of Alabama’s Phone Orders: 205-890-0212 


scholarship fund. Please Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery 


